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Jan van Huysum Visits: Dutch Masterpiece comes to
Cornwall
Cornwall Museums Partnership (CMP) is delighted to
announce its partnership with the National Gallery and
Concern Wadebridge to welcome Jan van Huysum Visits to
Cornwall following the positive response to Artemisia Visits
in 2019.
As part of a tour of six locations across the nation this
summer, Van Huysum’s magnificent Flowers in a Terracotta
Vase (1736–7) will pop up in unusual or unexpected nonmuseum venues; locations include a food bank and
community library, a covered market, a former department
store and community centres. Besides Cornwall, the
painting will also visit Norfolk, the East Midlands, South
Yorkshire, Scotland and Northern Ireland.
Jan van Huysum Visits is part of the National Gallery’s
national partnerships exhibition programme, which aims to
share paintings across the UK, creating a range of ways for the widest possible audience to
explore and be inspired by the collection. Each display will explore one of six ‘Ways to
Wellbeing’: Connect, Be Active, Take Notice, Keep Learning, Give, and Care (for the Planet).
The Sir John Betjeman Centre in Wadebridge has been chosen as an excellent location for
the exhibition as a community hub that supports people over 50 or who have a disability,
and a special place of intergenerational connection. Flowers in a Terracotta Vase, which
shows over 30 species of flowers and plants in bloom, will be on display for public viewing at
the Sir John Betjeman Centre from Tuesday 8th to Sunday 13th June 2021 between the hours
of 9am and 4pm, with the exception of Saturday 12th June when the centre will be open
from 9am to 2pm.
Jeremy Rowe, Manager of Concern Wadebridge, said: ‘Concern Wadebridge is delighted to
be able to welcome the National Gallery to the John Betjeman Centre. A love of the arts is
embedded in this part of Cornwall and it will be a wonderful opportunity for the community
to be able to see such a fantastic piece at such close quarters.’

CMP’s purpose is to achieve positive social change with museums and their collections; by
working with community partners such as the Sensory Trust, Concern Wadebridge and the
Memory Café network, as well as local schools and community groups, CMP believes this
tour could have a far-reaching legacy and will positively impact Cornish communities well
beyond Wadebridge.
Emmie Kell, CEO at Cornwall Museums Partnership, commented: ‘When we were
approached by the National Gallery, we were delighted to accept their invitation to work in
partnership. Our charity is committed to creating positive social change with museums and
we believe that this project demonstrates how art can promote health and wellbeing,
creating opportunities for communities to connect and create together. We hope that this
partnership will be the catalyst for more of the country’s national collections being available
for the people of Cornwall to learn about and enjoy’.
At the heart of Jan van Huysum Visits is engagement with local communities. In each setting
the Gallery is working closely with the venue as well as a local museum or gallery to ensure
that as many people as possible can engage with the painting and make it come alive in new
and different ways.
National Gallery Director, Dr Gabriele Finaldi, says, ‘This astounding, large flower painting
will make an unexpected appearance in unexpected venues across the country. I hope it will
make people think about art and the beauty of nature, encourage their own creativity and
inspire them to visit their own local museum or art collection.’
CMP have been working locally with children and young people to develop alternative
interpretative labels to accompany the painting. Trainee Curators, who are part of a
programme funded by the John Ellerman Foundation offering paid internships to five young
people at Cornish museums, have also been lucky to work alongside the National Gallery to
produce the official interpretation which will accompany the piece.
The National Gallery has also provided resources for local primary and secondary schools in
Wadebridge to interact with the tour and build a visit to the masterpiece into their
curriculum.
As part of our commitment to creating a more inclusive sector, CMP has worked hard to
ensure that the impact of this tour will be felt beyond Wadebridge. Collaborating with the
Sensory Trust, CMP hopes to facilitate increased engagement with the exhibition by
delivering resource packs to 10 care homes and 10 primary schools in remote locations
across Cornwall so that those whose cannot visit the Dutch masterpiece in person are
nonetheless able to interact with and benefit from the tour.
Ellie Robinson-Carter, Creative Spaces Project Officer at the Sensory Trust, commented: ‘At
the Sensory Trust we thrive on creating opportunities for people to access the outdoors and
connect with nature in sensory-rich, creative ways. This exciting project is a fantastic and
unique opportunity for our beneficiaries to connect with nature, themselves and one
another, greatly expanding their sense of community. This year has taught us what is

possible when shifting the focus to remote engagement, despite all the challenges, and this
project will be the perfect way of sharing and adding to this learning even more’.
Wadebridge Memory Café, which supports people living with memory loss to live well, is
also really looking forward to Jan Huysum Visits, and is planning to organise groups to sit
with the painting and talk about what they see. The Café have not been able to meet
physically since March 2020 so for many this will be the first opportunity to meet with
friends back at the John Betjeman Centre. There is lots of research to show that looking and
engaging with pictures is helpful for those with memory loss; this is something the group
have been doing regularly through their Memory Cafe Online events over the past year.
This project is supported by Art Explora - Académie des Beaux-Arts Award
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About Jan van Huysum and Flowers in a Terracotta Vase
Jan van Huysum (1682–1749) was a native of Amsterdam and the last of the distinguished
still-life painters active in the Northern Netherlands in the 17th and early 18th centuries, an
internationally celebrated artist in his lifetime. His spectacular Flowers in a Terracotta Vase
– which shows over 30 species of flowers and plants in bloom, unfurling in exquisite detail –
is no shy, hide-in-a-corner painting. It’s meant to dazzle and it does. Van Huysum is after,
and achieves, excess: a celebration of nature, an entertaining puzzle and a display of wealth,
culture and fashion.
About CMP
Cornwall Museums Partnership is an independent charitable incorporated organisation,
formed in 2015 to provide leadership for Cornwall’s museums; to support them, represent
them and give them a voice. We are a sector-leading charity which is not afraid to think
differently. Our values of collaboration, inclusivity, integrity and innovation inform

everything we do.
Our ambition is to be recognised nationally and internationally as a pioneering model of
collaborative leadership which promotes innovation and resilience in the museums’ sector
and beyond. We want to shift the dial in terms of the impact and value museums create. By
working in partnership with museums, we want to help them to use their collections
effectively to foster happy, healthy and prosperous communities where heritage is valued
and celebrated. Cornwall Museums Partnership receives core funding from Cornwall
Council and Arts Council England.
Follow @cornwallmp on Twitter, @cornwallmuseumspartnership on Instagram and the
Cornwall Museums Partnership page on Facebook or LinkedIn. Visit Reboot Cornwall to find
out more about our latest initiative to support museums as they reopen, and shine a light
on the most innovative visitor experiences Cornish museums have to offer.
About the National Gallery
The National Gallery is one of the greatest art galleries in the world. Founded by Parliament
in 1824, the Gallery houses the nation’s collection of paintings in the Western European
tradition from the late 13th to the early 20th century. The collection includes works by
Bellini, Cézanne, Degas, Leonardo, Monet, Raphael, Rembrandt, Renoir, Rubens, Titian,
Turner, Van Dyck, Van Gogh and Velázquez. The Gallery’s key objectives are to enhance the
collection, care for the collection and provide the best possible access to visitors. Admission
free.
More information and book tickets for online events at nationalgallery.org.uk
Twitter @nationalgallery
Facebook @thenationalgallery
Instagram #nationalgallery #VanHuysumVisits
YouTube The National Gallery
Art Explora
Aware that culture has the power to initiate dialogue, bring people together and make us
stronger, French entrepreneur and patron Frédéric Jousset created Art Explora in November
2019, a philanthropic foundation with an international, roving and digital
ambition. Renewing the promise of making culture more accessible, Art Explora aims to
bridge the cultural divide, notably by broadcasting digital content and engaging in
innovative projects available to all and thereby creating new meetings between works and a
broad and diverse audience, all the while supporting creation, cultural actors and their
initiatives. https://artexplora.org/en/
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