LIZ Smailes has seen record
interest in families wanting to hire
her narrowboats this summer.

She runs Biue Otter Boats with
husband Ben Hopkins, based in
Skipton, North Yorks, and

Wootton Wawen, Warks,

Liz said: “Chacs at airports,
rising costs in fuel and living
#xpenses make narrow boating an
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% the freedom to move
ata «0d pace, choose where
o s1op and you are in your own
confined bubble.

Staycation sites
after we snub

HOLIDAYMAKERS are
shunning breaks abroay
staycations to avoid airport
chaos, the ncreasing spread of
Covid-19 and the o
living crisis.

But aperators warn that
accommodation is runni
out, with just a fortnight until
schools break up. Gill Haigh,
Cumbria Tourism, said
“We always u\ommcnd
baoking in a »
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bias been decimated by
coronavirus, with Visit Britain
estimating the economy took
a £97billson hit because of the
wirus, Last year the industry
last £58billion
Same 70 per cent of Britons

say they will holiday bere
rather than risk travelling

abroad, according to analysis

running short
resorts abroad

thousands of flights have been
cancelled, massive queues for
check-in and security, and
strikes throughout Euroj
means this summer cou id be
the best opportus

Britain to sell itse
top-table holiday destination.
Oliver Barker, who runs
Catgill Farm campsite in the

Yorkshire Dales, said:
“Bookings have been good

this year and we are definitely
seeing an increase.
“The weather forecast is

“When combining this with
the squeeze on everyone's
income due to the high rate of
inflation, it’s leading to more
people holidaying in the
“Camping is very
affordable, and when the sun
s shining you really wouldn’t
want to be anywhere else.”

1T 1S regrettable many people will not be
able to follow through on their plans for &

especially for holidays which are very
importantin bringing loved onee and

familles togather 1o create wonderful

momories tnat il 163 & Hletime,

For those whose plans for an overseas
break have be rted and foar they
have missed the chance of booking a UK
holiday, sspecially in popular places
such a3 Cormwail,| hm good

12g8 have been good, but unilke
it e  yours the mm is still plenty of

arange of attordanie 'holidays.
Although Cornwall has many high-
quality promium accommodation
providers which command a premium
price, there is quality and vakie for
money across the range.
These include holiday parks, sef-

cost-of-living crisis there are many things
to do at no or very little cost.
With over 300 beaches, 400 miles of
coastal paths, wonderful towns, villages,
and Natonal Trust snd English Herltage
properties, thers is so much
ough we have raiactal mcmun
ts, wo also have many great
i i hore el ly
can eat well and affordably. So you can
have a wondertul break in Cornwall and
around the UK without breaking the bank.
My message is do not miss out on &
great h re you make lifelong
amirioawih Mionds st famity.




