
The first of 30,000 dried flowers start to be placed into the 
Christmas Garland at Cotehele  
  

  
  

•        Work starts to create this year’s garland on Monday 6 November, and visitors 
are welcome to come along to see its progress.  

•        The full 60ft dried flower garland is expected to be finished by Saturday 18 
November and features approximately 30,000 dried flowers.  

  
Gardeners at Cotehele have totted up almost 30,000 dried flowers for their annual Christmas 
Garland. Staff and volunteers at the National Trust place near Saltash in Cornwall, are now 
about to start the process of creating this year’s garland – a festive tradition for the property 
since 1956.  
  
All the flowers are picked and dried in the garden at Cotehele; seeds were sown in early 
spring, flower picking began in May, with stripping flowers to bunch and dry over the summer 
months. Each flower is added by hand to create the stunning 60ft long garland, which forms 
part of Cotehele’s annual Christmas celebrations.  
  
Dave Bouch, Head Gardener for Cotehele, said ‘after twelve months of work by the garden 
team, we are now reaching the final twelve days of creating this year’s garland. This starts 
by creating a pittosporum base which we then put into position within the hall of the house, 
before individually placing every single flower to create this year’s amazing display’.  
  



From Monday 6 November, visitors to Cotehele will be able to see how the garland is made. 
From Saturday 17 November, the completed Cotehele Garland can be seen daily until 7 
January (except 25 and 26 December).  
  
  

- ENDS -  
  
   
Notes to editors:  
  
For further media information please contact: Laura Jarman, Senior Visitor Experience 
Officer at Cotehele on Laura.Jarman@nationaltrust.org.uk or Louisa Reeves, South West 
Marketing and Communications Consultant, on 07909 892520 or 
Louisa.Reeves@nationaltrust.org.uk    
  
Images can be downloaded here:  Cotehele Garland Build 2023. Images are only to be 
used in conjunction with this press release (single use only). Credit and caption as per file 
name.   
  
 Notes to editors:    
  
About Cotehele   
Cotehele is located in St Dominick, Cornwall, near Saltash, PL12 6TA. The estate and quay 
are open every day dawn-dusk; the garden, Edgcumbe tea-room, Barn Restaurant, shop 
and gallery from 10am-5pm. the house is open daily from 11am-4pm, the mill from 11am-
4.30pm. For more details about Cotehele, please visit 
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele or facebook.com/cotehele or Twitter: @cotehelent 
or contact Cotehele on 01579 351346.    
  
About the National Trust   
The National Trust is an independent conservation charity founded in 1895 by three people: 
Octavia Hill, Sir Robert Hunter and Hardwicke Rawnsley, who saw the importance of the 
nation's heritage and open spaces and wanted to preserve them for everyone to enjoy. 
Today, across England, Wales and Northern Ireland, we continue to look after places so 
people and nature can thrive.  
  
We care for more than 250,000 hectares of countryside, 780 miles of coastline, 1 million 
collection items and 500 historic properties, gardens and nature reserves. In 2022/23 we 
received 24 million visitors to our pay for entry sites. The National Trust is for everyone - we 
were founded for the benefit of the whole nation, and our 5.7 million members, funders and 
donors, and tens of thousands of volunteers support our work to care for nature, beauty, 
history for everyone, for ever.  
  
  
-- The National Trust is a registered charity no. 205846. Our registered office is Heelis, 
Kemble Drive, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2NA. The views expressed in this email are personal 
and may not necessarily reflect those of the National Trust unless explicitly stated 
otherwise. This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely 
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this 
email in error, please notify me immediately. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
email, you should not copy it for any purpose, or disclose its contents to any other person. 
Senders and recipients of email should be aware that, under the Data Protection Act 2018, 
the contents may have to be disclosed. The National Trust has scanned this email for 
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security issues. However the National Trust cannot accept liability for any form of malware 
that may be in this email and we recommend that you check all emails with an appropriate 
security tool.  
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