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Call for help to plant over 8,000 trees at Penrose to help tackle 
climate change  
  
The National Trust is looking for volunteers to help plant the first of 8,000 trees on 
the Penrose estate near Helston in Cornwall.   
  
The charity is hoping to find willing helpers to join the Penrose Rangers and 
volunteers at a series of winter woodland planting events, taking place on several 
dates during January.  More information on dates and how to book can be found on 
the Penrose website: nationaltrust.org.uk/penrose.  
  
The National Trust plans to increase woodland cover at Penrose by 10%, enlarging 
the total woodland to over 110 hectares. This will involve planting broadleaf trees 
such as field maple and small-leaved lime to connect two large blocks of existing 
woodland - expanding the area for nature and wildlife on the estate.   
  
Gregory Cross, Lead Ranger at Penrose, said: ‘Planting trees is for everyone’s 
benefit; not only does it enrich our lives to spend time immersed in nature, but trees 
improve biodiversity and create invaluable habitats for wildlife from varied ground 
flora and insects all the way up the food chain to birds and bats. Tree planting is also 
one of the simplest ways we can tackle climate change as it reduces existing 
atmospheric carbon that contributes towards this issue.’  
  
He continued ‘We have worked closely with Helston Climate Action Group to bring 
these plans to life. The goal of this project is for every tree to be planted by 
volunteers from the local community and we’re excited that local schools will be 
planting trees with us throughout December, so we can involve and engage the next 
generation with their local woodland.’   
  
‘We want people to feel connected to the places they love and to help us continue 
looking after this special place for future generations to enjoy, so we’re keen to have 
anybody local to Helston and Penrose to join us on our public tree planting events 
starting in January.’  
  
This scheme at Penrose will cost £60,000 to deliver and has been fully funded by the 
England Woodland Creation Offer provided by the Forestry Commission.   
  
Of the 250,000 hectares of land the National Trust cares for, 10% is woodland. The 
National Trust have made a commitment to increase this to 17% in the next ten 
years, meaning 20 million trees will be planted over the next decade.  
  
Anyone who would like to help plant trees at Penrose needs to book a place via the 
Penrose webpage nationaltrust.org.uk/penrose. Booking is essential.   
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Notes to editors:  
  
For further media information please contact: Katie Reynolds, Visitor Experience 
Officer, via email katie.reynolds2@nationaltrust.org.uk or 07341 495946, or  
Louisa Reeves, Marketing and Communications Consultant, on 
louisa.reeves@nationaltrust.org.uk or 07909 892520.   
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About the National Trust   
The National Trust is an independent conservation charity founded in 1895 by three people: 
Octavia Hill, Sir Robert Hunter and Hardwicke Rawnsley, who saw the importance of the 
nation's heritage and open spaces and wanted to preserve them for everyone to enjoy. 
Today, across England, Wales and Northern Ireland, we continue to look after places so 
people and nature can thrive.  
  
We care for more than 250,000 hectares of countryside, 780 miles of coastline, 1 million 
collection items and 500 historic properties, gardens and nature reserves. In 2022/23 we 
received 24 million visitors to our pay for entry sites. The National Trust is for everyone - we 
were founded for the benefit of the whole nation, and our 5.7 million members, funders and 
donors, and tens of thousands of volunteers support our work to care for nature, beauty, 
history for everyone, for ever.  
  
  
  

 

Louisa Reeves  
Marketing & Communications Consultant 
Cornwall and Plymouth 
Mobile: 07909 892520 
nationaltrust.org.uk/south-west 
  

My normal working days are Tuesday to Friday. 
  
-- The National Trust is a registered charity no. 205846. Our registered office is Heelis, 
Kemble Drive, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2NA. The views expressed in this email are 
personal and may not necessarily reflect those of the National Trust unless explicitly 
stated otherwise. This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and 
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify me immediately. If you are not the 
intended recipient of this email, you should not copy it for any purpose, or disclose its 
contents to any other person. Senders and recipients of email should be aware that, 
under the Data Protection Act 2018, the contents may have to be disclosed. The 
National Trust has scanned this email for security issues. However the National Trust 
cannot accept liability for any form of malware that may be in this email and we 
recommend that you check all emails with an appropriate security tool.  
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