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Play your way with the National Trust’s Summer of Play here in the 
South West, sponsored by Starling Bank 
  

• Discover a world of adventure and play at 18 National Trust places 
across the South West   

• From giant straw castles, bug nature zones, circus skill areas, lawn 
games and even a laundry labyrinth 

• No need to pre-book    
• Under 5s go FREE   
• Summer of Play activities included within standard admission/FREE for 

National Trust members/guests of National Trust holidays    
  
This summer, the National Trust’s much-loved Summer of Play, sponsored by 
Starling Bank, is back—bringing a family-friendly festival atmosphere to 175 National 
Trust places across England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.  
  
Running throughout the school holidays, Summer of Play is jam-packed with playful 
experiences and family activities. Best of all, it’s included with standard admission 
(and free for National Trust members), with no need to pre-book—just turn up and 
join the fun. 
  
Carl Greenman, the National Trust’s National Programming and Production 
Manager, said: “We know just how powerful it is when kids get the chance to play 
outside and connect with nature—it’s great for their health, happiness, and 
development. That’s why every summer, we throw open the gates to National Trust 
gardens, parks, and estates for Summer of Play. These spaces are brought to life by 
our amazing staff and volunteers, and they’re designed to spark imagination and 
adventure. It’s all about giving families the freedom to explore, play their own way, 
and make memories together.” 
  
Michele Rousseau, CMO at Starling Bank said: “At Starling, we know how important 
it is for families to spend time together outdoors, exploring nature and discovering 
history. We’re proud to support the National Trust’s Summer of Play once again this 
year, which gives families these opportunities across the country."  
  
To find your nearest Summer of Play experience visit: 
nationaltrust.org.uk/summer-of-play 
  
And here’s just a small selection of the events on offer this summer in the South 
West; 
  
Cornwall 
  
Trelissick, Truro, Cornwall 
19 July – 2 September 

https://nationaltrustonline.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/MediaAssets/EoQ8B83zInlGmJYXY9tRfFIByJKp2JIO2vCq_9hIQFGYaA?e=EuDMvn


Play on repeat this summer at Trelissick, where there’s no end to the fun. Get active 
and play tennis on the West Lawn, try lawn games or hold a race to the finish line. 
Who will be the champion? Embrace your creativity and make-believe in the stables 
where you’ll find a stage ready for you to dress up, put on a show and tell stories. 
  
With different activities scheduled every weekday there’s there are so many reasons 
to play on repeat at Trelissick. Take aim on Mondays and have a go at archery or 
make-believe on Tuesdays with storytelling from local authors and volunteers. On a 
Wednesday stretch, breathe and feel calm with outdoor family yoga sessions and 
clown around every Thursday by honing your circus skills. Fancy dress Fridays are 
your chance to really let your imagination loose – we can’t wait to see what 
fantastical creatures you create. 
  
Pentire, North Cornwall 
19 July – 31 August 
Throughout the summer come along to Pentire and have a go at fun activities and 
challenges. Immerse in nature this summer and have fun finding out more about 
some of the wildlife that make Pentire their home. There's space to picnic in the 
shade or grab an ice cream at Pentyr Café. Make a day of it by exploring the wider 
Pentire headland, criss-crossed with footpaths to explore. The beach at Pentireglaze 
Haven is about a 15 minute walk along a sloping track. 
  
Trerice nr Penzance, Cornwall 
19 July – 2 September 
Enjoy a summer of family-fun activities at Trerice! 
Come and enjoy the great outdoors with our summer of play activities at Trerice. 
Head down to the mowhay field to have a run around and challenge your family to an 
obstacle course and crazy golf. Get creative amongst the long grass and winding 
paths and have a go at some outdoor games. 
  
Antony, Torpoint, Cornwall 
20 July – 31 August 
Head to Antony this summer for days jam-packed with fun for all the family. See who 
can build the best block tower, complete our giant games the quickest, or win in a 
game of tennis. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays between 20 
July - 31 August (including Monday 25 August), join us for a summer fete, with 
traditional garden games, cricket, tennis, croquet, and so much more. 
  
Killerton, Devon 
19 July—7 September 
With six play zones to explore, there’s something for everyone at Killerton this 
summer. Burn off energy with frisbee golf and swingball, get creative with arts and 
crafts, or take the spotlight in the mini theatre. Discover bugs in the nature zone, 
then relax in the quiet area with giant bean bags and an outdoor library. Weekdays 
bring extra fun with sports, nature play, circus skills, storytelling, and more—
whatever the weather! 
  
Saltram, Plymouth.  
19 July – 31 August 
Join us for an action packed family Summer here at Saltram. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/devon/killerton/events/6afa816d-ce56-4b00-bb4a-a5085d2bfe69


Ready, set… action! Saltram’s Summer of Play 2025 is bigger, bolder and full of fun. 
This summer, step into the spotlight at the National Trust’s Saltram and enjoy a 
blockbuster day out with Summer of Play: Saltram on Screen. 
Saltram’s garden will be transformed into a playful celebration of all things 
performance, imagination and adventure – perfect for young creatives, budding films 
stars or movie makers, and families ready to make magical memories in the summer 
sunshine. 
  
Arlington Court, North Devon 
7 July – 1 September 
Visit Olde Arlington, a rambunctious place filled with laughter and fun and discover 
all the different people who kept a country estate running in the past. From checkers-
playing tax collectors to sword-fighting bandits and a laundry labyrinth, there’s lots to 
explore (just don’t get lost in the maze). 
Enjoy circus challenges, hobby horse races, water play, and quiet picnic spots 
among the gardens. With themed zones across the site and a summer book trail 
through the grounds and gardens there is plenty to explore. 
  
Lorna Doone, North Devon 
7 July – 31 August 
Step into a summer of fun at the Field of Play in the Lorna Doone Valley. Challenge 
your friends and family to classic lawn games like croquet and boccia, or bounce 
your way to victory in a space hopper race around the track. Test your climbing skills 
in the wild play area and see who can reach the top of the frame the fastest.  Prefer 
a slower pace? Stretch out on the grass and enjoy a moment of quiet reflection with 
some peaceful cloud watching. 
  
Greenway, nr Brixham in South Devon 
19 July – 3 September 
Join us for a jam-packed summer that's full of ways to play at Greenway, from circus 
skills to balancing games and more. Discover every flavour of play at Greenway from 
Create, explore, move, wonder, make-believe. Try it all, find your favourite, come 
back again and again. Fun has no age limit and with a range of activities designed to 
test your skills, there'll be something for everyone to get stuck into. Inspired by a 
travelling circus, test your strength and balance, twist and bend with circus inspired 
yoga and try out your juggling skills. 
  
Coleton Fishacre, Kingswear, South Devon 
19 July – 3 September 
Ahoy, explorers – it’s time to set sail and navigate your way through sunny 
adventures. Summer of Play is on every day from Summer at sea begins here. 
Embark on a hands-on adventure packed with challenges and problem-solving 
games. Explore sensory moments, get creative with building or spend lazy summer 
days in the hammocks and on the swing with a view a the sailors hangout. By the 
house, there's 1920's vintage games, from Battle Ships to Ludo and a giant version 
of Peggity - ideal for all the family. 
  
Castle Drogo, nr Exeter, Devon 
18 July – 07 September 



There’s lots of fun to be had this summer at Castle Drogo as we turn back the clock 
to the 1970s.  
From space hoppers to swingball, the gardens will be filled with classic 1970s toys 
and games for you to find and enjoy. Can you guess the mastermind sequence in 
less than two goes? How about winning against your friends in a Twister? There will 
be ten stations in the garden for nostalgic fun, alongside some 70s bits and pieces to 
spot as you wander around the house. It's guaranteed to be perfect for parents and 
kids alike. 
  
Kingston Lacy, Dorset 
19 July – 7 September 
Discover a summer jam-packed with fun for all ages in Kitchen Garden. Play with 
giant building blocks, visit the story garden, race on bouncy strawberries or join one 
of our pop-up events.  
There's something for all the family to enjoy at Kingston Lacy this summer. 
Head to the Kitchen Garden to join the summer fun. Play with giant building blocks, 
relax in the story garden, put on a performance at the puppet theatre and discover 
lots more games and activities. 
There are also two wonderful play areas to discover and explore, one in the Kitchen 
Garden and one on the Woodland Walk. 
We'll also be running pop-up events throughout the summer events. 
  
Corfe Castle, Dorset 
19 July – 31 August 
Hop into a summer of fun at Corfe Castle and discover a variety of games and 
activities throughout the ruins. Explore play zones at Corfe Castle to get your legs 
and minds racing. See if you can hit the bullseye in the archery zone, or use the mini 
slingshots to fire beanbags onto the target boards. Visit the obstacle zone for 
stepping stones and balance beams, or if you’re after something a bit calmer, visit 
our garden games area to get your thinking caps on. 
  
Newark Park, Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire 
22 July – 31 August 
Come to Newark Park this summer to experience a summer party in the garden 
running through the school holidays. This year is inspired by Bob's hospitality when 
he used to host parties for local community groups. Join in with the summer party 
and get active and creative with a wide range of activities in the great outdoors this 
summer. Why not have an ice cream at the Tea pavilion and have a go at the lawn 
games? Or find a shady spot for a picnic in the garden and create your own musical 
performance? 
  
Snowshill Manor and Garden, Broadway, Gloucestershire  
21 July – 31 August  
Enoy a summer of costume themed family fun at Snowshill Manor and Garden.10 
sneaky characters have run away from our brand-new exhibition wearing items from 
Snowhill's costume collection - can you find all 10 of them in the garden? 
Dress up in authentic eighteenth-century costume and snap a photo with your group 
then enjoy some vintage lawn games in the orchard. Finish your day with an ice 
cream or a cold drink from the cafe.  
  



Dyrham Park, near Bath, South Gloucestershire 
23 July – 2 September 
Come to Dyrham to get creative, go on a nature explorer trail or even go on stage all 
summer long. Every day, families can let their imaginations run wild with play 
stations filled with different things to try and a chance to perform on a mini stage with 
puppets and props. On Tuesdays there will be Nature Explorer sessions with bug 
hunts and pond dipping, whilst 'watercolour Wednesdays' will allow you to unleash 
your inner artist with alfresco painting. 
  
Tyntesfield, near Bristol 
19 July—31 August 
Travel the world in 80 plays this summer at Tyntesfield. Wander into a lively play 
zone decked out with colourful bunting, whimsical vintage travel items, and hot air 
balloon decor. Explore music, stories and games from across the globe and discover 
their origins as you play your way through Paradise. With its turrets and towers, this 
Victorian house is the perfect backdrop for a summer of global adventure – no 
passport required. 
  
Prior Park, Bath/Somerset 
23 July – 2 September 
Summer of Play returns to Prior Park with more fun outdoor activities for the children 
to discover. Located around the lower part of the garden, near the Tea Cabin and 
lower entrance. Perfect to pop in for a refreshing drink while your little ones explore 
the lawn games. 
  
Montacute, Somerset 
19 July – 31 August 
Test your skills in many activities and games in and around the beautiful gardens. 
Take part in fitness activities, games and crafts and when you need to, take time out 
in our picnic areas or café. 
  
Barrington Court, Somerset 
19 July – 1 September 
Summer fete themed fun for all the family this summer at Barrington Court. 
Join the fun in the farmyard this summer. No longer a home for cows and pigs, the 
1920s farmyard will instead host the play hub this summer. There will be country fete 
style games and activities for all the family. In addition, the tennis court will be open 
daily, and Grab and Go sports bags will be available to borrow from reception 
(football, cricket, rounders). 
  
Lytes Cary Manor, Somerset 
19 July – 31 August 
Are you ready to discover a day of jam-packed with fun at Lytes Cary Manor with 
games, puzzles and activities. Amongst other things you can choose from different 
family fun backpacks, ride a hobby horse, build a den in the woodland, have a game 
of croquet, solve a puzzle & get creative with some chalking on the flower board. 
  
Stourhead, Wiltshire 
5 July—2 September 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/bath-bristol/tyntesfield/events/06f398c4-63ff-43f8-9baf-4b21b3a80335
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/bath-bristol/tyntesfield/events/06f398c4-63ff-43f8-9baf-4b21b3a80335
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/stourhead/events/9eddfda1-f383-46cf-b9a2-17867d22ed2c


This summer, enjoy an adventure around Stourhead’s world-famous garden and its 
lake, surrounded by temples, a grotto and rare trees. Head to the Summer of Play 
Meadow and Stableyard for hands-on fun—climb the giant straw castle, test your 
aim at archery, and race through the meadow maze to uncover the secret camp. 
Every weekend in August, circus performers from BigTopMania and friends will 
amaze and inspire, and from Friday to Sunday, get creative with Wiltshire Scrapstore 
crafts. 

Lacock Abbey, Wiltshire  
19 July – 31 September 
There’s a festival of fun in the parkland at Lacock, with something for everyone at the 
end of every winding path. Will you dress up and take to Centre Stage or wiggle 
those toes on the barefoot walk? Play a game of badminton, bake a mud-pie or build 
a den? Get creative every weekday in the Craft Tent with a different theme each 
week, and Wiltshire Scrapstore will be hosting workshops every weekend of the 
holiday from 26 July. For those brave enough to scale the heights, Wiltshire Outdoor 
Learning Team are bringing a climbing wall for a birds-eye view of the woodland (4-8 
August and 22-25 August). 
  
Avebury, Wiltshire 
13 June – 30 September 
Build your own obstacle course - challenge yourself to build and complete a nature 
obstacle course. What can you create? See how fast you can jump, wobble, and 
weave!  Get inspired and see the possibilities in the logs, planks, and balance 
beams. Throughout the summer holidays, families can build a fun and unique 
obstacle course and challenge each other to complete it. 
  
Mompesson House, Salisbury, Wiltshire  
25 July – 2 September 
Join us for toys, games and art materials in Mompesson's walled garden this 
summer, which is a great space for the young (and young at heart) to play.  
Get active with garden games such as croquet and quoits which will be available 
throughout Summer of Play. Alternate weeks there will also be opportunities to get 
creative and let your imagination run wild.  
  
Why not enjoy an ice cream in the tea-room or browse for a good summer read in 
our second-hand bookshop. Put your sun hat on and make the most of being 
outdoors in Mompesson's beautiful garden this summer. 
  
  
  

- ENDS -     
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About the National Trust 
The National Trust is an independent conservation charity founded in 1895 by three 
people: Octavia Hill, Sir Robert Hunter and Hardwicke Rawnsley, who saw the 
importance of the nation's heritage and open spaces and wanted to preserve them 
for everyone to enjoy. Today, across England, Wales and Northern Ireland, we 
continue to look after places so people and nature can thrive. 
 
We care for more than 250,000 hectares of countryside, 890 miles of coastline, 1 
million collection items and 500 historic properties, gardens and nature reserves. In 
2023/24 we received 25 million visitors to our pay for entry sites. The National Trust 
is for everyone - we were founded for the benefit of the whole nation, and our 5.4 
million members, funders and donors, and tens of thousands of volunteers support 
our work to care for nature, beauty, history for everyone, for ever. 
  
About Starling Bank   
Starling Bank is an award-winning, fully licensed and regulated bank built to give 
people a fairer, smarter and more human alternative to the banks of the past. It 
offers personal, business, joint, euro and dollar current accounts alongside a 
children’s card. Starling also provides a Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) proposition 
through its subsidiary Engine, using the proprietary technology platform that powers 
its own bank. Headquartered in London, the bank has offices in Cardiff, Dublin, 
Manchester and Southampton.  
  
  
 


